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with inter-colonial and oversea trade, and with the
regulation of credit and currency. With the repudia-
tion of that Government the various States conducted
their own wars with the Indians, put up tariffs against
one another, issued local and inconvertible currencies
and came to the verge of mutual conflict. The foun-
dations of prosperity were shaken, and a movement
in which hopeless debtors combined with unpaid ex-
service men filled the business folk of Massachusetts
with fears of a social revolution. As Hamilton put jp
in his rhetorical way when he was commending the
results of the Philadelphia Convention to the electors
of New York: "What indication is there of national
disorder, poverty and insignificance that could befall
a community so peculiarly blessed with natural ad-
vantages as we are, which does not form a part of the
dark catalogue of our public misfortunes?" (federal-
itf, No. 15)

This was the danger that the Philadelphia Conven-
tion had to meet, and it met it by playing for time.
American writers have admired the restraint of the
framers of the Constitution in not attempting to do
too much. Their real problem was to do anything.
The convention might have failed, and perhaps would
have failed, if some of the more extreme delegates,
like Patrick Henry, had not failed to put in an appear-
ance at all, or, like Alexander Hamilton, had not pru-
dently withdrawn rather than wreck the prospect of
agreement. Even so, John Adams could claim that
ratifications of the Constitution had been "extorted
by grinding necessity from a reluctant people".